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Secular Franciscan Herald 

Differences Between Mercy and Compassion 
   In his book, “The Name of God is Mercy,” Pope Francis 
describes some similarities and differences between 
Mercy and Compassion.  He says, “Mercy has to do with 
judgment of sin” and forgiveness.  “Compassion has a 
more human face.  It means to suffer with, to suffer 
together, to not remain indifferent to the pain and 
suffering of others.”  He cites gospel examples such as:  
Mark’s message when he asked the apostles to come 
away to a secluded place.  The crowd saw them leave by 
boat, they understood where they were going, and they 
headed there by foot, arriving ahead of them.  “When he 
disembarked and saw the vast crowd, his heart was 
moved with pity for them, for they were like sheep 
without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many 
things.”  Another example is when Jesus raised the son of 
the widow from Nain.  He was moved by the tears of the 
widow.  “God incarnate let himself be moved by human 
wretchedness, by our need, by our suffering.”  God loves 
us with compassion, he lets himself get involved.  Pope 
Francis sees this kind of compassion as needed today to 
conquer the “globalization of indifference, when we find 
ourselves in front of a poor person, an outcast, or a sinner.  
This is the compassion that nourishes the awareness that 
we too are sinners.” 
   Jesus send forth his disciples to live the logic of love and 
selflessness.  The Christian message is transmitted by 
embracing those in difficulty, by embracing the outcast, 
the marginalized and the sinner.  Pope Francis cites the 
parable of the king and the guests who are invited to his 
son’s wedding.  Those invited do not come, they are 
involved in their own affairs.  The king then orders his 
servants to go out into the streets and gather all the 
people they can good and bad and have them come to the 
banquet. 
   Our relation to God must be in existence for others.  If 
we give up on love, it is by our own choice.  St. Paul wrote, 
“Love is patient; love is kind; it is not irritable or resentful; 
love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.  It does 
not insist on its own way; it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” 
Compassion is unfailing love. 

Sr. Mary Ann Capizzo, OSF Spiritual Assistant 

Of Lady Clare Francis the Journey and the 
Dream by Murray Bodo 

  One scene Francis always held dearly in his 
memory was the astonished look on the faces of the 
townspeople that day in the Bishop's Palace when 
he laid his clothes at the feet of his Father, and 
Bishop Guido covered his nakedness with his own 
cloak. One face in particular always stood out 
because of its intensity and the compassion in the 
eyes. It was the beautiful face of Clare, the daughter 
of Favarone, a nobleman of Assisi. She must have 
been thirteen or fourteen at the time and stood 
peeking out between two matrons in open-eyed 
wonder at so strange a thing as Francis had just 
done. 
  As he stood there secure in the Bishop’s embrace, 
he smiled at this young girl with the long fair hair 
whose reputation was impeccable even among the 
coarsest of his former companions. Three years 
later, at the sweetest time of adolescence, she was 
to come to him and beg to follow him in perfect 
poverty of life. He would never forget the look on her 
face—the wrinkled brow and the fierce eyes. 
  The terrible seriousness of her young resolve 
almost made him laugh at the time, for she was so 
young and so stubbornly noble. He was glad now he 
had not laughed, for Clare never swerved from her 
determination to keep intact the ideals that Jesus 
had whispered into Francis's ear. Never for one 
second was the Lady Clare a disappointment to him 
as his own brothers had been time and again. 
  He recalled tenderly her words of profession 
before the altar of St. Mary of the Angels: “I want 
only Jesus Christ, and to live by the gospel, owning 
nothing, and in chastity.” The brothers' hearts were 
warmed by the unction of her words and by the sight 
of Francis, snipping off her soft hair and handing her 
the rough habit of poverty with its white veil of 
chastity. He then led her out of St. Mary of the 
Angels to the Benedictine Convent at Bastia. It was 
the proudest walk in his life, for he knew he was 
presenting to Christ Jesus a bride who was the envy 
of every woman in Assisi, and a woman whose 
capacity for love had not even begun to be tested. 
  Later on, good Bishop Guido gave Francis the 
church at San Damiano to be the home of Clare and 
her sisters, and Francis had wept tears of joy, for 
this was the church that Francis himself had ---→ 
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Calendar of Events 

June 2020-month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
5th-St Boniface, Bishop, martyred 754 
7th-Feast of the Most Holy Trinity 
9th-Cancelled 
11th-St Barnabas, Apostle, martyred 61 
12th-profession anniversary-Leona Mattock 
13th-St Anthony of Padua, priest, First Order 
Religious, died 1231 
14th-Feast of Corpus Christi 
Birthday-Charlotte VanRisseghem 
18th-birthday-Sr. Maurita Bernett 
19th-Feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Birthday-Leona Mattock 
20th-Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
21st-Father’s Day 
22nd-St Thomas More, St John Fisher, martyrs 1535 
24th-Feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist 
29th-Feast of Sts Peter & Paul, Apostles 
30th-Feast of the First Holy Martyrs of the Holy 
Roman Church, 64 
July 2020-month of the Precious Blood of Jesus 
1st-St Junipero Serra, priest  
3rd-St Thomas, Apostle, the doubter, martyred first 
century 
6th-St Maria Goretti, Virgin & martyr died 1902 
8th-St Elizabeth of Portugal, Virgin, Third Order 
Secular, died 1336 
 15th-St Bonaventure, Bishop, Doctor of the Church, 
First Order Religious, died 1274 
16th-Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
18th-St Camillus de Lellis, priest died 1614 
22nd-St Mary Magdalene 
25th-St James the Greater, Apostle died 44 
26th-St Anne, mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
29th-St Martha, sister of Lazarus and Mary, died 80 

   "Jesus loved Martha and Mary and Lazarus." This unique statement in John's 
gospel tells us of the special relationship Jesus had with Martha, her sister, and 
her brother. Apparently Jesus was a frequent guest at Martha's home in 
Bethany, a small village two miles from Jerusalem. We read of three visits in 
Luke 10:38-42, John 11:1-53, and John 12:1-9. 
   Many of us find it easy to identify with Martha in the story Luke tells. Martha 
welcomes Jesus and his disciples into her home and immediately goes to work 
to serve them. Hospitality is paramount in the Middle East and Martha believed 
in its importance. Imagine her frustration when her sister Mary ignores the rule 
of hospitality and Martha's work in order to sit and listen to Jesus. Instead of 
speaking to her sister, she asks Jesus to intervene. Jesus' response is not 
unkind, which gives us an idea of his affection for her. He observes that Martha 
is worried about many things that distract her from really being present to him. 
He reminds her that there is only one thing that is truly important -- listening to 
him. And that is what Mary has done. 
   In Martha we see ourselves -- worried and distracted by all we have to do in 
the world and forgetting to spend time with Jesus. It is, however, comforting to 
note that Jesus loved her just the same. 
   The next visit shows how well Martha learned this lesson. She is grieving the 
death of her brother with a house full of mourners when she hears that Jesus 
has just come to the area. She gets up immediately and leaves the guests, 
leaves her mourning, and goes to meet him. Her conversation with Jesus shows 
her faith and courage. In this dialogue she states clearly without doubt that she 
believes in Jesus' power, in the resurrection, and most of all that Jesus is the 
Son of God. Jesus tells her that he is the resurrection and the life and then goes 
on to raise her brother from the dead.  
   Our final picture of Martha in Scripture is the one that sums up who she was. 
Jesus has returned to Bethany sometime later to share a meal with his good 
friends. In this home were three extraordinary people. We hear how brother 
Lazarus caused a stir when was brought back to life. We hear how Mary causes 
a commotion at dinner by anointing Jesus with expensive perfume. But all we 
hear about Martha is the simple statement: "Martha served." She is not in the 
spotlight, she does not do showy things, she does not receive spectacular 
miracles. She simply serves Jesus. 
   We know nothing more about Martha and what happened to her later. 
According to a totally untrustworthy legend Martha accompanied Mary to 
evangelize France after Pentecost. 
   But wouldn't it be wonderful if the most important thing that could be said 
about us is "They served"? 
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Martha is the patron saint of servants and cooks. 

 

                      In Her Footsteps 
   Dorothy Day said: "If everyone were holy and 
handsome, it would be easy to see Christ in 
everyone. But it was not Christ's way for himself.    
Ask honestly what you would do when a beggar 
asked at your house for food. 
   Would you give it on an old cracked plate, thinking 
that was good enough? Do you think that Martha 
and Mary thought that the old and chipped dish was 
good enough for their guest? 
   It is not a duty to help Christ -- it is a privilege." In 
what ways do you serve Christ others grudgingly or 
sparingly? How can you serve them the way Martha 
served Christ, putting her whole self into it? 
Prayer: Saint Martha, pray for us that we might 
serve Jesus better. Help us to overcome our 
distractions and worries to listen to his words 
and be present to him this day. Amen. 

 

---→ restored. He had taken literally the voice of the crucifix 
in San Damiano, “Francis, go and repair my church.” And 
now that church and that crucifix were in the constant care of 
that extraordinary woman, Clare. Perhaps he had not been 
wrong in taking his Lord's words literally to heart, for in his 
simplicity he had prepared a fitting home for Christ's own 
brides. 
  Francis smiled at the irony of it, and he was enough of a 
poet to realize that everything symbolic must begin with the 
literal. At San Damiano's the symbolic and literal were one. 
He had restored this church and this church would restore 
the world. 
  Clare and Francis are a beautiful way to remember who 
we are as Franciscans.  Among the chaos that is 
happening around us, we must always try to embrace who 
we are.  Pray for our nation and the world. Pray for all of 
our brothers and sisters of every color and religion that we 
can all live peacefully in this beautiful world that the Lord 
has given us.  We may not like what is happening, but we 
still need to love and forgive those who are doing harm 
and pray that they may realize what they are doing is not 
what God would want. 
  I pray that this newsletter is finding everyone healthy and 
safe.  I miss seeing and praying with all of you.  Hopefully 
before too long we can come together again.  God Bless 
all of you.        Janice Rybaski,ofs minister 
   

 


